Village Voices
Minutes of Initial Meeting  - Thursday 25th June  2009

Location Held.-..J. R. Hall 

Opening & Welcome

David Shepard opened the Meeting at 7.45pm. and passed to Deena Lane whom he welcomed as Chair Person

Attendees – Ann Battishall, Sarah Thurguth, Wendy Bawn, Krystle Grayson, Rod Heath, Deena Lane, David Shepard, Alistair Welsh, Dave Wylie, Professor Mary White and Kym Burley.

Apologies  - Marian Heath and Bruce Shaw.   2 attendees on behalf of J R Fire Brigade were expected but were not present.
Chair opening
1 The Village is our grey area.  We hope this meeting shows new ways of bringing together local community groups to create greater community strength, co-operation and communication.  Progress Assoc tried to do this but they need help and other efforts.  Meeting is also about understanding what other groups expectations ands goals are.
2 Deena advised there seemed no support for any of us and our groups.  Meeting was to determine What each group can offer the Community and What can the Community offer Us.

3 Deena asked for an introduction from each attendee to briefly outline their groups ideals and problems
Ann
on behalf of Playtime

A child play group, The Salvation Army equivalent of Playgroup.  Was started by Isobel O’Brien appealing to Ann re: the need in our area.  Salvos also have Mainly Music in Hannam Vale.   They also have two counselors if needed, they operate from home, (Denise was trained through Life Without Barriers and Glenda trained through the Church).  They have 8 children in playtime at present.
Sarah
   also Playtime

Enjoys the time out and opportunity to meet with other parents and children.

Wendy

on behalf of FAWNA and Hall Committee

FAWNA is a wildlife rescue organization operating 24 hours, 7 days a week.  Courses are available if anyone joins as a member.  Basic Courses available also.  Operate from Great Lakes to Gloucester, Bulladelah etc.  They have a common sense rescue approach.  Youngsters could elect to work with a mentor and Wendy would be happy to be a mentor.

Krystle

on behalf of P & C   School

They raise funds to support school, they work with schools wish list.  They get very little parent support.  They soon to run a pie drive again and have sent mail out of area.  They have 35 students presently.

Ann suggested some children were moved from J R State School for ease of travel and time management or because more than one child was in same class which caused trouble.

Rod
   on behalf of C.I.G. Alliance

Group of locals and Thiess contractors looking to assist Village development and Hall.  They hold regular meetings and monthly Fund Raisers with funds raised being given to pre-nominated groups or associations.  

Krystle advised J R School received mail on this some months ago and await further advices. 

David

on behalf of J R C Progress Association
As Media Officer Dave manages phone calls, assists in communications between Council and RTA and sights plans regarding Village future.  Assisted in monitoring the naming of new roads from highway upgrade, advised that a register was kept for all names and vote numbers monitored.  Council determined the road naming based on community suggestion.  Water and flooding issues were also discussed and plans determined.  Park areas were designed and managed.  Thanks to Boral, Wendy Bawn, Theiss etc.
Alistair

on behalf of Obediah

Facility is about 30 years old but Alistair moved here only 2 weeks ago.  Knows the area quiet well and has a Health and Health Products business.  The facility is no longer rescuing drug or drink addicts and is looking for new teamsters to assist with future plans.  Approx 50 residents presently.

Dave 

local resident/retiree

Bought here in 2004 and runs a few cows on his property.

Professor Mary White

of Falls Lodge Retreat/Hospitality
  recently covenanted the forests around the Lodge; it is an enviro education area.  They now have walk ways and paths that have name plates on plants and trees etc.  They look to preserve wildlife, create a protected reserve and work with National Parks.  With the covenant, the owner is responsible for keeping fire breaks, weeds etc managed.  Mary is still writing but needs to keep close contact with all parties associated with the reserve and wildlife to ensure progress and that works continue.  Lodge business is now growing.  They could take on volunteers but they would need to ensure the group has their own insurance cover.   Steiner Schools have been to Lodge in the past but others groups may present problems.  Steiner is very regulated.  The Lodge has a huge range of environmental refuges and corridors which require constant management.

Ann asked about the Healing Pools at the base of the falls.  Mary was unsure about this and David suggested she may be referring to Niab Pools.  This is apparently the name of the tea tree leaf filled pools at the bottom of the falls.

Kym

on behalf of J R Community Hall and Trust

Hall has done a number of things for the local area but is desperately in need of additional help and volunteers.  Hall has been inconvenienced often by regular damage and destruction by local children.  Kym was asked about the Police but history has found the Police have not been tough enough on the troublemakers or the families.

Ann advised trouble is now moved down to Moorland

Deena

on behalf of J R P C A and Village Voices
   Has spent time with local YOUTH as she wishes to give them a voice in the Progress Assoc and have them feeling part of the community.  Have left them with a letter seeking their input for the local area.  

Ann asked about the Skate Park that local boys had raised funds for some years ago. David advised that due to insurance and Council requirements, it could be a Bike Park.  The park could be built next to the Hotel as Council owns some land there.  

Kym, Wendy and Rodney confirmed that funds are still in the Bank A/c of the Hall

Deena then asked us for our issues with the local area………….

Ann
advised there is a lack of support and communication.
Wendy
advised that FAWNA needed funds to be raised and volunteers

David
advised that Progress Assoc was soon to commence BINGO and that the email address for us was johnsriver.com.au
Krystle
advised the P & C need parental support

Alistair
as he is new to Obediah, he has no comment at this time

Professor Mary White
happy to assist with enviro issues

Kym
volunteers needed, new faces and ideas welcome.  David advised Prog Assoc happy to promote this via the newsletter.  A survey could possibly assist.

A brief general discussion was held about the Hall and changes to shortly occur.

Deena declared meeting closed at 9.10pm.  A follow up meeting to be held, date to be determined in Sept, starting 6.30pm.

